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DEVELOPMENT OF CHILDREN'S DESCRIPTION
OF SELF AND FREINDS

2 B 8 T

AR ®|

i k¥

Abstract

The development of self - cognition and others - cognition was studied. Subjects were
6-and 10-yr- 0ld children. They described themselves and the most prefered other (f riend ).
Both for self - cognition and oters - cognition, the number of statements containing
descriptions of personal characteristics increased with age, too- It was found that
self - cogntion was different from others- cognition in 10- yr - old children. Namely,

they described themselves using descriptions of negative personal characteristics and
with the low level of otheres referent description. In contrast, they described others
using the words of positive personal characteristics and with the high level of others (for

the described other) referent descriptlons, especialy with self referent development Si-

milarities and differences between self - cognition and other -cognition deveiopment was
discussed. While the development of self-cognition other cognition of children are based on
the general cognitive development, they accord to the inherent develomental process.
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Table 1 A exampie of scoring free descriptions
Friend Self
Question Response Category Response Category
What RILVWFTY PC HBEAEYT S Al
HMBVF PC ELaRVETIA Al
Like BHURITRESS A2 FESEEINC T BT S AR
Dislike Tehwhex Al VOB LTS LR A2
DE{BEE>hex Al
Scores
Actions 3 4
(A1) 2 (¢))
(A2) (¢} (2
Personal
Character
-istics 2 0
Total 5 [}

Note. PC:Personal Characteristics: AliActions with a high level of
others-referent; A2:Aclions with a low leve!l of others referent
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Table 2 Numbers of subjects of each response type to Like and Dislike

guestions
()%

Like & Like Dislike No-answer
Dislike only only

6 yrs

Friend 18( 51.4) 10¢ 28.6) 2( 5.7 5( 14.3)

Seif 18( 54.3) 9( 25.7) 4 11.9) 3( 8.8

10 yrs

Friend 16¢ 44.4) 17( 47.2) 1¢ 2.8) 2( 5.8) .

Self- 23( 63.9) 2( 5.5) 5( 13.9) 6( 16.7)

Note. The total! numbers of subjects in each group ¢ 35 and 36 in 6 and

10 yrs gr.) were taken as 100 ¥, respectively.
no significant for 6 yrs gr..

for 10 yrs gr.,
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REMC, ABRKEBESHD -1 ds REMEHO
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M EDROMEZETT > 720 1058 D State-
ment BS6 AL DE  (FiE 1 F(1,138)= 77.99,
p<.01; HE; F(1,138) = 11.67, p<.01).
e &b BRICBLTHMELTH T &
BREN . T, 10RTR, H—Xo¥tk
EOHHNEHEDEEL VB o (F(169)
=6.58, p<.05)%
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18, HREFHEDIEHB A Table 4ICRINT
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& HO) X 2 GEkNE : 74, gl o3
BERSEAT BTbNI.
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T (F(1.69)=485, p<. 09),M#FshREoik
AT 100 T8 HERSASHEIC X 2300002 & & 1o
BT E IDRNL (74 T F(1,138) =526,
p<. 05; HEks#sHE 1 F(1,138)=29.96 p<. 01,
ERATRIEREREL D bFTAICL Z2BRBE D
-7 (F(1.69)=1585, p<. 05)

SRR IO [THIER IC B 2 Sta-

x2= 8.09, p<.0l

Table 3 Mean numbers uf‘statemenl,s
¢ s
Objects
Age Friend Self
6 yrs 1.58( .43) 1.58( .37)
10 yrs 2.01( .36) 1.85¢ .35)

Nole. Numbers of each subject were v xt.5
Lranceformed. The following effects
vere signilicant: age x objecls (p<.
10); age al friend(p<.01); age at
self(p<.01)johjecls al 10 yrs{p<.05).

Pl & ELR R R NAE OB IR E AR B8
BohiDT (F(1,60)=585, p<. 05), 11
MFEDROBREET - 700 10RO X
BEkhs, HETRAZLDEBRORNENS
SRR O NI, (F(1,138)= 21.83 , p<.0D,
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Table 4 Mean scores of actions and personal characteristics
in descriptions of friend and self

( ):SD

Contents and Objects

Actions Personal-Characteristics
Age Friend Self Friend Self
B yrs 1.24(.41) 1.25¢.41) .90(.25) .96(.28)
10 yrs _1.41(.42) 1.42(.44) 1.50(.29) 1.20(.38)

Note. Scores of each subject were V'x + .5 transformed. The following
effects vere significant: age x contents(p<.05); age ai actions(
p<.05); age at personal-characteristics(p<.01); contents at § yrs
(p<.05); age x objects x contenis(p<.05); objects at 10 yrs/
personal -characteristics(p<.01).

4 BEEBEOMEL~NL fThHFTY)—ic
SHINcboD I B, [{hFHOWL L <Dy
WITHL & TbEDO RS LA NTTA] 124
Hiahi Statement BDOIEIFHs, Table 5 I
ENTW3. 2 GGEN: 68 101%) x 2 Gdzb
WMRIKE B X2 (RANE - fbEols
VRGE, E) O3 BERIMSTTET 1. F
B & BRI R &R ANAED 2 KB ER SRS

7T (F (1.69) =406, p<. 05), i
HMESDROREET 7. 10RTR, hEHS
DURVOEBONTFHACLLZERRBECL D bAE
KO TORAEMNE< (F (1,138) =10.38,

p<. 01D, FicFRE L XV DENFTRIC K
BRI HOOH BEFEIC >V TORRL D Z
(F (1,138) =1506, p<. 01) »

’)flo

Table 5 Mean scores of actions wilh cach level of others referent in
descriptions of friend and self

()50
Contents and Objects
Act 1 Act 2
Age Friend Self Friend Self
6 yrs 1.10(.37) 1.02(.33) .88(.28) .97(.36)
10 yrs 1.32¢.410) 1.10(.42) .83(.26) 1.01(.36)

Nole. Act 1! Actions with a high level of others referent; Act 2:
Actions with a low level of others referent. Scores of each
subject were v x+.5 transformed. The following effects were
significant: age x objecls x contents(p<.05); age at friend/Actl
(p<.05); objects at 10 yrs/Act 1(p<.01); objects at 10 yrs /
Act2(p<.01) ’
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